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Message from the
Creative Producer

Message from
The Arts House

The storyteller in the Malay language
is the dispeller of worries or the
soothsayer. In the old days, stories were

There is something very compelling about stories.
They create memories, forge bonds and sustain cultural
traditions. It is a privilege for The Arts House to be part
of a memory making journey.

the gateway to understanding the universe
around us and explained why the sky was
high, how seasons came and went, and
what happened to us when we died. The
age of information has changed the way we
receive knowledge and has affected how
we communicate. Now, more than ever,
people need stories to help us navigate the
world we live in.
A storyteller ignites the imagination and
allows the listener to create their own
individual experiences. Folktales, myths
and legends connect us to our cultural
pasts. Storytelling activates our deeper
listening skills.
inaugural edition of StoryFest
Singapore celebrates both the artistic practice of storytelling and its application in daily
life. We premier international storytellers
Xanthe Gresham-Knight, Steve Killick and
Jackie Kerin for the first time in Asia. The
ancient Persian epic Shahnameh comes
alive alongside Asian tales closer to home.
Family audiences will be delighted by highly
visual kamishibai story card performances
for little ones. Our Singapore Showcase
platforms a variety of storytelling organisations and their talented artists sharing
tales from the oral tradition, spoken word,
monologues and personal stories.
The

For the first time we have created a special
platform for emerging young storytellers to
highlight the importance of nurturing future
artists to ensure sustainability of the art of
storytelling. Come listen to A Tapestry of
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The inaugural StoryFest Singapore, will see both Singaporean
and international practitioners partake in this at The Arts
House, where we are committed to support, collaborate and
Tales and support our young talents on
their artistic journey.

StoryFest Singapore features professional
development workshops to hone your skills.
Learn to create your own visual set of story
cards based on an ancient Japanese technique and explore audience participation
through found objects. Understand how
storytelling plays a vital role in emotional
literacy for children and explore personal
stories through playback theatre.
Stories for Change celebrates the ideas
contained within every story that have the
power to transform, transport and transfix.
Stories can change minds, impact on
emotions and motivate listeners towards
change. Be part of StoryFest Singapore
and ignite your imagination!

celebrate with artists. The existence of the word is powerful
and features prominently in our daily lives. From tales far
beyond to workshops for professionals, and for the first time,
a programme featuring young, up and coming storytellers, the
festival will promise an aural and visual feast for both adults and
families with young children. The Arts House is also pleased to
be presenting this festival with The Storytelling Centre Limited
helmed by Kamini Ramachandran, one of the key professional
storytellers in Singapore and in the international arena who
possesses a wealth of experience in this artform.
We invite everyone to join us in StoryFest Singapore, to enjoy
a story or two and more importantly, to create memories for
future editions of this festival.

Sarah Martin
CEO, Arts House Limited

It is my hope that every listener will be
touched by a story and in turn touch someone else’s life.

Three apples fell from the skies.
One for the Storyteller, one for you,
and one for he who truly listened.
– Old Armenian folktale ending.

Kamini Ramachandran
Director, The Storytelling Centre Limited
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Family Performances

Performance

Tales from
Down Under

Enchanted
Tales

A Tapestry of Tales:

Jackie Kerin (Australia)

Xanthe Gresham-Knight (UK)

Young Storytellers Mentorship Project
Graduation Showcase

Sun, 4 Jun, 2:00pm – 3:00pm
Play Den | $10

Sun, 4 Jun, 4:00pm – 5:00pm
Play Den | $10

Fri, 2 Jun, 8:00pm – 10:00pm (10 mins intermission) | Play Den
Standard Ticket: $15 | Concession: $10 (students with valid ID, seniors & NSF)

Make silly faces and funny voices, listen
to jokes and stories! Australian tall tales
of Split Dog and Ol’ Joe come alive
alongside tales of tiny birds, cockroaches
and more! A visual storytelling session
told through kamishibai story cards
and comics. Look out for string games
and paper folding tales! Perfect family
fun session!

Be transported to lands of enchantment
with a string of words and a swirl of tunes!

Recommended for family audiences ages 4 and above
All children must be accompanied by an adult throughout the session.

Quest with animals and journey into the
depths of the dark forest knowing that
there is always a way back home to the
warm fire and perfect sandwich! All journeys and adventures end up happy just
where you are.

Suitable for audiences 15 years and above

The inaugural Young Storytellers Mentorship Project by
The Storytelling Centre Limited presents eight youths
sharing their passion and talent for storytelling.

In support of
Youth Arts Participation

Aswani Aswath
Farah Nurhazlinda Husni
Gauraangi Chopra
Jason Yee Tsai Sern

Featuring folk and fairy tales from Russia,
Africa and France.
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For the first time, a special platform features emerging
young storytellers to highlight the importance of nurturing future artists to ensure sustainability of the art of
storytelling. Come listen to A Tapestry of Tales and
support our young talents on their artistic journey:
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Suharti Suhaimi
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Performance

Suitable for audiences 16 years and above

Singapore Showcase:
Stories for Change
Sat, 3 Jun, 5:00pm – 7:00pm (15 mins intermission)
Blue Room | $15

StoryFest Singapore celebrates this year’s festival theme
Stories for Change by showcasing key storytelling and
spoken word organisations from Singapore. Listen to tales
from the oral tradition by members of the Storytelling
Association (Singapore), soliloquies from the Singapore
Monologue Slam, and personal narratives from Story Slam
Singapore and Telling Stories Live.

Stories empower and impact, come and listen to
tales both ancient and recent!

Storytelling Association
(Singapore)

The Singapore
Monologue Slam

David Bok, The Rabbi’s Gift
The right advice goes a long way.

Marilyn White, The Real Pretty Woman
written by Marilyn White.
A woman describes the judgement she
faces as a sex worker.

Panna Kantilal, She Who Is Alone
(Comanche tale, American Southwest)
The beauty that comes with
selflessness.
Tan Joo Hymn, The Girl With The
Foolish Husband (Chinese folktale)

Sunita Chiu, People written by Joel Tan.
The daily shenanigans of a nurse’s life.

Telling Stories Live

Story Slam SG

Vanessa Phang, My Constant
The reality of life after
corrective surgery.

Nuraini Ariel Malik, Running and its

Petrina Kow, A Match Made In Heaven
A story of love, loss and finding love
again against the odds.

Impact on Your Body Image
An overweight teenager becomes
attuned to her body.
Nurulhuda Izyan Mhd Hafiz,

A Female Traveller’s Solo Trip
The risks of travelling alone as a woman.

Each monologue will be accompanied
by a short film screening.

A series of riddles may save the day.
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Performance

Performance

Suitable for audiences 16 years and above

Suitable for audiences 15 years and above

The Shahnameh:
The Epic Book of Kings
Xanthe Gresham-Knight (UK)
Sat, 3 Jun, 8:00pm – 9:00pm | Play Den | $20
Be transported to a passion-filled world
of heroic adventure and romance within
a masterpiece of world literature. Listen
to tales of the magical Simorgh with
her miraculous feathers, of the deeply
loved, yet reluctant hero, Rustam and his
super-sized horse Rahksh. Experience
the energy and humour of this sweeping,
legendary history of Iran.

The Shahnameh was written by the
Iranian poet, Ferdowsi over 1,000 years
ago and stretches from the beginning of
time to the 7th century fall of the Persian
Empire. It touches on concerns that
continue to plague and intrigue us today
such as the meaning of truth, integrity
and loyalty; with stories that move from
the otherworldly, to the most basic
human dramas and desires.
Originally commissioned by The British
Museum with support from the Magic
of Persia, London, The Smithsonian and
the Chester Beatty Library, Dublin. The
Shahnameh was developed for national
touring by Adverse Camber. Performed
with thanks to Arash Moradi, Crick Crack
Club (London), Iran Heritage, Asia House,
and the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge.
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Journey Through Asia
Steve Killick (UK), Jackie Kerin (Australia),
Kamini Ramachandran (Singapore)
Sun, 4 Jun, 8:00pm – 9:30pm (10 mins intermission) | Play Den | $20
A celebration of Asian myths, fables and wisdom tales
that will enchant and delight. Steve playfully adapts
stories of the Buddha’s past lives based on The Jataka

Tales. The skilful arts of the great sage Mahosadha
will enlighten while shorter fables add a lighter touch
to entertain. Through visual kamishibai cards Jackie’s
stories travel through Indonesia, Thailand and Japan.
Listen as Garuda and the Freedom Bird take flight!
Kamini retells Arabian tales of fools, rich Sultans and
witty wives.
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WORKSHOPS
Suitable for participants 16 years and above

Storytelling for
Emotional Literacy:

Storytelling through
Found Objects:

Steve Killick (UK)

Xanthe Gresham-Knight (UK)

Fri, 2 Jun, 10:00am – 4:00pm (1 hour break,

Fri, 2 Jun, 4:30pm – 6:00pm | Living Room | $20

Using stories to build social and
emotional skills in children and teens

Incorporating audience participation
and props within storytelling

lunch not provided) | Blue Room | $150

All arts are brothers,
each is a light to the other.

This workshop will explore how stories and storytelling
are a safe and playful way for children and young people
to learn about the complex world of both positive and
negative emotions.
Clinical psychologist and storyteller, Steve draws upon
ideas from attachment theory, emotional intelligence
and positive psychology. The workshop will guide
participants to gain confidence in telling stories and
create a safe space to explore and reflect on feelings.
Steve will explore the process of telling stories and how
they can be powerful in engaging children and young
people of all ages to develop trust and imagination.
Stories, particularly traditional stories, offer multiple
levels of meaning to be explored through metaphor
and individual and cultural values. Storytelling is seen as
an interactive process that allows for shared reflection
and learning.
This workshop is ideal for those new to storytelling
or looking to improve their confidence. It offers the
opportunity to think about how stories are able to
communicate on multiple levels of meaning and are
particularly rich for exploring emotions – not all stories
have happy endings and stories help us to understand
difficult emotions such as loss, fear and anger by
creating a safe environment through the interpersonal
relationship and narrative structure.
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We use stories when we recount our day, tell a joke or
describe a new friend, but sometimes, professional or
not, it can be daunting to tell to an audience.
Recommended for:

Recommended for:

••art therapists/social
workers/counsellors/
mental health
professionals

••professional and
aspiring storytellers

••teachers and
educators

••anyone who is looking
for a platform for
community dialogue

••anyone who is looking
for a platform for
community dialogue
••those working
with children and
young people in
diverse settings

••teachers and
educators

A story tells the teller. You are part of the audience.
Participation, letting children or adults enact bits of the
story, breaks down the fourth wall so carefully erected
in theatre, releasing humour and humanity. It is a chance
for the unexpected, keeping each telling playful and
unique. Preparing props can be a great panacea for
nerves and also refreshes a story you have told a thousand times.
The workshop will explore participation in all types of
story; call and response moments, rhythmic cumulative
stories, dressing up in folktales and epics. There will be a
chance to use found objects to meditate on a story you
love, to see it from a new angle.
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WORKSHOPS
Suitable for participants 16 years and above

The Way of the
Kamishibai Storyteller:

Playback Theatre:
Personal stories, mutual
understanding and change

Telling oral stories with pictures

Michael Cheng (Singapore)

Jackie Kerin (Australia)

Sat, 3 Jun, 2:00pm – 4:30pm | Living Room | $25

Sat, 3 Jun, 11:00am – 1:00pm | Blue Room | $20

This workshop is a chance for newcomers to dip those
toes into the world of Playback Theatre!

A fun and engaging workshop that explores telling
stories using pictures drawn through a small wooden
frame (a kamishibai stage). A great way for storytellers
to free themselves of the book, rote learning of stories
and to explore their inner artist.
This workshop will appeal to storytellers who wish to try
kamishibai, and educators who are interested in exploring new ways of listening, speaking, reading, writing,
drawing and incorporating gesture into the classroom.
As a pedagogical tool, its use is limited only by imagination. Participants do not need artistic skills but they will
need a sense of fun and adventure!
Participants will gain knowledge of how to develop
unique stories for kamishibai. They will learn to identify
the visual elements that make a story work, explore
how to create new stories with limited artistic ability and
practise using the kamishibai stage.
A classically trained actress, Jackie finds the improvisational informality of this form of storytelling refreshing.
Jackie is often invited to work in educational settings
that cater for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder,
Down Syndrome and undiagnosed learning difficulties
as well as children who have experienced trauma. She
believes that kamishibai storytelling has engaged children in a way that is different to books, puppets and
storytelling without props.
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Participants can expect to enter a safe, welcoming and
fun space for every single one of us. We will affirm one
another in our individuality, and find connection through
our commonalities.

Recommended for:

Recommended for:

••professional and
aspiring storytellers

••those working in
community development or social service
sector

••teachers and
educators
••anyone who is looking
for a platform for
community dialogue

••those interested in
community theatre
••anyone who is looking
for a platform for
community dialogue
••social workers/counsellors/mental health
professionals who are
looking for a therapeutic theatre form

Playback is an improvisational theatre. Using elements
of physical movement, cloth, music, and spoken word,
we spontaneously enact stories shared by the audience. It is practiced in 60 countries, and has been used
for community bonding, community dialogue, rehabilitation, conflict resolution and reconciliation, education
and more.
Participants will play with basic forms used in Playback
Theatre, and also experience the playback process
where personal stories are shared and enacted spontaneously. Finally, they will explore how these stories
reflect the current concerns of the community, and how
the process is therapeutic, and can lead to personal and
social change.

“This workshop helped me to see theatre as beyond
a medium of expression. I came here to find a creative voice for myself but I wasn’t prepared to see a
new kind of theatre that can affect social change.”
– Anjali Vasudevan, Homeopath
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Storytellers
Xanthe GreshamKnight (UK)
Xanthe has been telling
stories for over 20 years.
She studied at Oxford
University and the Guildhall School of Music and
Drama, co-founded the Big Wheel Theatre Company and worked as an actress and
teacher before discovering storytelling. She
has toured Shahnameh for 15 years, recently
working with Adverse Camber Productions. A
regular performer at the British Museum and
The Smithsonian Institution, she is also storyteller-in-residence for Psychologies magazine
and has had residencies at Harvard University,
The Chelsea Physic Garden and Stoke and
Staffordshire Libraries. Xanthe acknowledges
the support of Adverse Camber Productions,
The British Museum, The Smithsonian Institution, Magic of Persia, Chester Beatty Library,
Arash Moradi, Crick Crack Club (London) and
Sherry Robinson.

Steve Killick (UK)
Steve is a clinical psychologist and storyteller based
in Cardiff. He wrote Tell-

ing Tales – Storytelling as
Emotional Literacy and
Building
Relationships
through Storytelling – A Foster Carer’s
Guide to Attachment and Stories, and is
storyteller-in-residence for the Storytelling
and Health International Conference, UK,
2017. He is a Visiting Fellow at the Centre for
Storytelling, University of South Wales. He is
Clinical Lead for Barnardos Family Bereavement Service in Cardiff and is interested in
the uses of story in learning about emotions
and dealing with loss and trauma. Steve hosts
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‘Kemi’s Storytelling Suppers’ in Cardiff – a
regular event with fine food and stories.
Steve acknowledges the support of
Storytelling for Health International Conference (Swansea), the George Ewart Evans
Centre for Storytelling (University of South
Wales) and Beyond the Border International
Storytelling Festival (Wales).

Jackie Kerin
(AUSTRALIA)

Jackie has a background
in theatre, film and television but for the past 15
years has focused on the
traditional art of spoken
storytelling. She is also the author of several
award-winning children’s picture books. Jackie’s repertoire is broad but she has a particular
interest in developing original Australian
stories drawn from her colonial and post-colonial heritage. She frequently collaborates
with musicians and visual artists and has a
passion for creating bold Japanese-style
kamishibai stories. She is the current president of Storytelling Australia Victoria.
Jackie acknowledges the support of
Storytelling Australia Victoria, Newport
Fiddle and Folk Club and Williamstown Literary Festival. She also acknowledges the
work of Devdutt Pattanaik and Amar Chitra
Katha (stories from The Mahabharata),
David Holt (Freedom Bird) and Yatsu-Higata
Tidelands (Kamishibai).

Kamini
Ramachandran
(Singapore)

A pioneer in the field of
storytelling in Asia, Kamini
is a fellow of the Royal
Society of Arts with a BA
in English Language & Literature and an MA
in Arts Pedagogy & Practice. A respected
artist educator she is a specialist storytelling lecturer for tertiary level programmes in
Arts Management, Art Therapy and Performing Arts. She is the creative force behind
MoonShadow Stories, which spearheaded
performance storytelling for audiences in
Singapore and has produced World Storytelling Day in Singapore since 2005. She
founded the non-profit arts organisation
The Storytelling Centre Ltd to advance the
art of storytelling. Featured in international
storytelling festivals in Italy, Belgium, India,
Australia, Scotland, Wales, England and
United Arab Emirates she will share her Asian
repertoire in Denmark this August and in
Edinburgh in October.

Michael Cheng
(Singapore)

Michael has a BA in
Psychology and Theatre
Studies from the National
University of Singapore, a
Diploma in Special Education from the National Institute of Education
and a Diploma in Playback Theatre Leadership from the Centre for Playback Theatre
(NY). An applied drama practitioner, Michael
has initiated and facilitated several community theatre projects. He has worked across a
spectrum of communities ranging from young
children, people with special needs, married
couples, people with HIV, to vulnerable

populations and people-at-risk.
Most of his work as a performer has
been with Tapestry, tackling social issues in
community performances. He serves as Vicechair of the Board of Directors at the Centre
for Playback Theatre, is Artistic Director of
Tapestry Playback Theatre and a Practitioner
Member of the International Playback Theatre
Network.

Storytelling Association
(SINGAPORE)

David Bok is interested in
inter-religious
dialogue,
history and culture. He is
actively involved in the
legacy preservation of his
Peranakan Indian Chitty
Melaka
community
in
Malaysia and Singapore, working with museums, universities and heritage groups.
A librarian by profession,

Panna Kantilal specialises in the collection
development of children’s
and young adult literature
for all the public libraries in
Singapore. Having gone
through a personal transformation, she
believes that stories play an integral part in
everyone’s life.

Tan Joo Hymn is an active
volunteer in civil society
groups such as Breastfeeding
Mothers’
Support
Group and SAFE (Supporting,
AFfirming
and
Empowering our LGBTQ
friends and family). She was also past-president of AWARE (Association of Women for
Action and Research).
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Story Slam Singapore
Nurulhuda Izyan seeks
to feel the intangible from
the daily life and find
common
grounds
that
connect us. She felt time
during her months as a
carpenter, she exchanges
words for her daily observations and when
words fail her, she paints. She writes on the
side and is always up for a walk.

Young Storytellers Mentorship Project
Nuraini Malik loves her
research and brand consultancy job because it
combines everything she
adores – people, places,
and stories. She hopes to
travel as much as her passport allows her to and run as far as her legs
can carry her. Dream race destinations:
Iceland and Istanbul.

The Singapore Monologue Slam
Sunita Chiu has been
performing in the Malaysian musical circuit since
the age of 15. A versatile performer with strengths in
salsa, zumba & Bollywood
dance, she is a cast
member of Images of Singapore Live. Sunita
was awarded Best Thespian at the 2016
Singapore Monologue Slam.

Half-Singaporean half-New
Zealander Marilyn White
has a strong affinity with
connecting to people and
experiencing new things.
She has performed with
The Stage Club and was
awarded 1st Runner Up, Audience Favourite
and Best Original Monologue at the 2016
Singapore Monologue Slam.

Telling Stories Live
Petrina Kow is a voice and
presentation coach and
highly sought after voice
actor. A former radio
deejay and talk show host
on various radio stations in
Singapore, she is also a
popular emcee. She is an actress and singer
who was most recently seen in Kuo Pao Kun’s
Lao Jiu: The Musical.
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Vanessa Phang aims to
become
a
humanist
performer whose performances will touch the lives
of her audience, like how
her life was entirely transformed by music and
theatre. She has acted on stage for Toy
Factory Productions and the Singapore
Repertory Theatre.

Primary

school

teacher

Jurveen Kaur Randhawa
finds solace in the company
of words and believes that
behind every person, there
is a story waiting to be told.
With a background in
English Language and Education she enjoys
reading, writing and traveling.

A mechanical engineer
for Rolls Royce Aviation,
Suchithra Raman likens
her imagination to airplanes
– they have the same
proclivity to take flight from
time to time. A visual artist
and trained Carnatic singer she is a global
woman who just can’t get enough of stories.

Suharti

Suhaimi has
been
sharing
stories
through acting, singing and
hosting. Being bilingual
with a vivacious personality
she has gained exposure in
both Malay theatre and
television. A Performance graduate she
hopes to combine storytelling with a career in
museum curating.

Currently studying Sustainable Urban Design and
Engineering where architecture meets engineering, Farah Nurhazlinda
Husni loves to draw and
paint. Through her voice,
she hopes to inspire young hearts and
encourage curiosity to discover the art
of storytelling.

From a young age Aswani
Aswath indulged in the

Jason Yee is fascinated by
movie soundtracks and
their ability to encourage
the imagination to soar. He
is drawn to films, animation
and video games with
strong story lines that open
doors to other realms and possibilities. He
believes in the power of storytelling to
connect people.

wonder of stories through
her mother’s readings and
her helper’s narration of
Tamil folktales. She sees
stories as tools for identification and empowerment that can invite
discussion and change. She is currently
exploring her voice as a storyteller.
Performance

student

Phoebe Lim has a keen
interest in the oral tradition
and views storytelling as
an essential tool for becoming a well-rounded artist.
With a passion for the arts
and the stage, she is an aspiring actress
inspired by leading ladies in film.

a child Gauraangi
Chopra loved listening to

As

stories and acting them out
to her friends. Trained in
Indian classical singing and
kathak dance she currently studies Performance.
Storytelling is the common thread that fuels
her passion for dance, theatre, singing
and film.
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Festival
Organisers

Friday
2 JUN

The Storytelling Centre Limited is a non-profit organisation based
in Singapore. Our core mission is to foster and advance the art of
storytelling through performances, collaborations, artistic exchanges,
mentorships, training and community outreach.
The Storytelling Centre Limited firmly believes that stories are
storehouses of Singapore’s unique multidimensional legacy. The oral
traditions of folktales, mythology, legends and fables are avenues for
preserving, showcasing and developing Singapore’s rich and diverse
heritage. Our focus is on ensuring the sustainability of the artform by
nurturing emerging Young Storytellers.
Flagship Programmes:
StoryFest: International Storytelling Festival Singapore
The Young Storytellers Mentorship Project
World Storytelling Day Singapore
Festival Team:

Saturday
3 JUN

10 AM

WORKSHOP:

11 AM

Storytelling
for Emotional
Literacy

pg 10

12 NN

WORKSHOP:

The Way of the
Kamishibai
Storyteller

pg 12

1 PM

2 PM

WORKSHOP:

PERFORMANCE:

Playback
Theatre

Tales from
Down Under

3 PM
Creative Producer

Kamini Ramachandran

Festival Manager
Safiah Sulaiman

Production Coordinator
Brenda Lum

About The Arts House
Occupying the almost 200-year-old building that was Singapore’s first
Parliament House, The Arts House has played an active role in the
Singapore arts and creative scene. The House promotes and presents
multidisciplinary programmes and festivals such as literary arts, film,
performing and visual arts.
The Arts House is run and managed by Arts House Limited (AHL).
AHL also presents the Singapore International Festival of Arts, and
manages Goodman Arts Centre and Aliwal Arts Centre.
About Arts House Limited
AHL is a not-for-profit organisation committed to enriching lives
through the arts. AHL runs The Arts House, a multidisciplinary arts
centre with a focus on literary programming located in the heart of
Singapore’s Civic District; presents the Singapore International Festival of Arts, an annual celebration of performing arts; and manages
Goodman Arts Centre and Aliwal Arts Centre, two creative enclaves
for artists, arts groups and creative businesses, and the exhibition and
performance spaces located at ARTrium @ MCI. AHL was incorporated
in April 2014.
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Sunday
4 JUN

pg 13

4 PM

PERFORMANCE:

Enchanted Tales

pg 4

WORKSHOP:

5 PM

pg 4

Storytelling
through Found
Objects

pg 11

PERFORMANCE:

Singapore
Showcase

6 PM

pg 6

7 PM

8 PM

9 PM

PERFORMANCE:

PERFORMANCE:

A Tapestry
of Tales

The Shahnameh
pg 5

PERFORMANCE:

pg 8

Journey Through
Asia

pg 9

10 PM
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storyfestsg.com

The Arts House

/StoryFestSG

1 Old Parliament Lane

@StoryFestSG

Singapore 179429

storyfest.peatix.com

theartshouse.sg
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